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Mr Lords , 

fv <• • 

I addreffed your Lordfhips 
T on the fubjed of the ABOLITION of 
the SLAVE TRADE about three years 
^ ago, when there was a probability that, by 
\ the ftrenuous and united exertions of your 
^ venerable Bench, that important object 
^ might have been accomplished in # man- 
^ ner honourable to yourfelvcs, honourable 
to the nation, and infinitely beneficial to 
^the wretched Natives of Africa. In ad- 
J drefling your Lordfhips, I endeavoured to 
^exprefs myfelf in language void of offence: 

\ fuch is my intention in. this fecond obtru- 
<5 fion upon your notice, in which how- 
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ever you will be frankly tola the lentiments 
of a plain man, a friend of his country, 
and of his fpecies, and whofe happinefs is 
too much conneded with the mens confcia 
refit , to give much heed to the favours or 
the frowns of men. Permit me then, my 
Lords, to expoftulate with you on your 
conduct, during the confideration of this 
important queftion in your honourable 
Houfe. You well know with what degree 
of attention the queftion has been invef-* 
tigated during the three laft feffions; and 
it is my bufinefs, in the name of the Friends 
of Humanity, to prefs upon the confider¬ 
ation of your Lordlhips, whether you have, 
as diftinguifhed teachers of the pradical 
truths of the Chriftian religion, difeharged 
your duty to God and to men, in ufing 
your utmoft endeavours to bring the mo¬ 
mentous queftion of the Abolition of the 
Slave Trade to a fpeedy and to a juft 
decifion, by feconding the manly efforts 
of your brother of Rochefter. To anfwer 
this inquiry to your own confciences, and 

to 
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to your country, it will not avail you* 
indeed it would be much out of chara&er, 
to plead the preflure and importance of 
the occurrences of the times, namely the 
weighty bufinefs of peace and war: for 
your Lordfhips, in the multiplicity of your 
engagements* amidft thefe prefling occur¬ 
rences cannot forget, feeing it is your 
province to teach others, that there is a 
Judge of all the earth, who will do right, 
who will make retribution to nations, as 
well as to individuals, for the violation of 
the precepts of virtue, and the principles 
of eternal juftice. Allow me, therefore* 
earneftly to requtft, that your Lordlhips, 
as the ghoftly fathers of the people, will 
ftudy to give us fome light and informa¬ 
tion on the fubje£t, and tell us whether the 
dire calamities that have befallen this coun¬ 
try, to fay nothing of what are impending, 
may not, in fome lhape, be connefted with 
the fanguinary and nefarious conduct of 
this nation towards the inhabitants of Af¬ 
rica, It is not, my Lords, an idle dream to 
a a fpeak 
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Jpeak of the calamities of my country* 
Seated in the lap of affluence, and fur- 
rounded with plenty, your Lordfhips are, 
perhaps, not much acquainted with the 
diflreffes that overfpread the land. The 
great body of the people of England are 
the labouring poor, who are employed in 
toils of hufbandry, or of manufacture ; to 
thefe, except the few that are engaged in 
branches peculiarly lucrative, the prefent 
enormous price of provifions has rendered 
animal food, that important neceffary of 
life in this climate, inacceflible; and even 
vegetable food, particularly bread, is nearly 
at double its ufual price.* 

With the great mafs of people in this 
country, therefore, the emaciated fpeCtre 
of Famine is an inmate, as much as if the 

* Notwithftanding this calamitous fituation of things, 
the diftilleries are fuffered to go on. What a miferable 
and miftaksn policy muft it be, to facrifiee the health and 
lives of the inhabitants, and of the moll elTential part 
of the population of a country, to the paltry confjderation 
of revenue! 


calamity 
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calamity was univer&l. Permit me now, 
my Lords, to call your attention for a 
moment to what has lately occurred in 
this metropolis; namely,a mortality during 
the month of February that is, perhaps, 
unparalelled, except in times of raging 
pejlilence ;* nor have the counties efcaped 
this awful vifitation. When to thefe 
painful events we add the dreadful ha- 
vock and carnage that War is making 
amongft our countrymen, whofe blood 
deluges the plains of Germany, what can 
we think, my Lords, but that the fcourge 
of heaven is upon us, in the fearful forms 
of famine, peftilence, and war ? Now the 
objed I have in view in touching upon 
thefe unpleafant topics, is, confidently 
with that with which I fet out, to induce 
your Lordfhips to exercife your great 
erudition and knowledge of ancient lore, 
in difplaying the ways of Providence to 
man; in teaching your infatuated country- 


♦The deaths were at the rate of 40,000 a year; the 
ufual number is j&oiit 19,000. 


men, 
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men, and efpecially thofe in authority who 
fandion the pradice of the Slave Trade, 
that by violating the ftrongeft obligations 
of morality, and trampling upon the facred 
duties of religion, the nation will inevita-r 
bly meet with that retribution of which 
yourLordfhips can beft point out examples 
in the hiftpry of ancient times, Whether 
you turn your attention to the Affyrian or 
Macedonian monarchy to the eaftern or 
weftern empire at Byzantium or Rome, 

efiv i? ^:\oero^)tx Htx ruv vx^xletyfAscluv t^xcrxutrx .— 

I do not mean to offend your Lordfhips, 
but I ferioufly wifh you to confider, if 
you fhould deign to inveftigate this fub- 
jed, whether we have not a ftriking 
inflance of Divine vengeance in what 
lately befei the wretched remains of the 
Britifh army in their retreat through the 
deferts of Weflphalia. Or what think you, 
my Lords, of the horrible devaftation and 
Carnage, by peftilence and the fw r ord, that 
have lately happened in our Weft India 

I Hands, 



( *1 ) 


Iflands,the very fcene of the mofidifgrace- 
ful and inhuman treatment of our fellow- 
beings? If thefe things are fo, my Lords, 
is there not a caufe ? Nor will it be a tafk 
unworthy of your fun&ion, to explain to 
the nation, and more particularly to your 
affociates, the rulers of the land, the ways 
of God to man; and to depict, in that 
forcible language of which your pens are 
capable, the inevitable courfe of divine 
juftice towards thofe, whether of high or 
low degree, who violate its immutable 
principles, 

<c Raro antecedentem fceleftum 
<c Deferuit pede poena claudo.” 

Hor. 

It is therefore particularly to be wilhed 
that your Lordihips would, with all pof- 
lible diligence, acquit yourfelves of the 
important duty of informing the minds of 
the people of this land, and efpecially of 
the higher orders of fociety, in relation 
to the indifpenfible obligations of morality 
and virtue; which your Lordihips well 

know 
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know are not exclufively binding upon tbe 
inhabitants of any particular ifland or dif- 
triffc of country, but are an indifpenfable 
duty to feVery defcription of the human 
fpecies, whether of high or low degree*, 
whether with white faces or with black. 
I fay, my Lords, it is particularly necef- 
fary that you beftir yourfelves in the dif- 
charge of your paftoral duties; becaufe an 
opinion feems to be gaining ground in 
this ifland, that the princely incomes 
which your Lordlhips poflefe, are not 
neceflary to the maintenance of virtue and 
religion amongft its inhabitants. How 
confolatory then will it be to your Lord- 
fhips, in that change of affairs" which 
may be at hand, that a large portion of 
your abundant revenues has been appro¬ 
priated to relieve the afflided, to mitigate 
the forrows and the wants of the wretched 
and the poor, throughput your refpedive 
diocefes ! But your duties, my Lords, 
are not confined to the poor; it is incum¬ 
bent upon all to promote the well-being 

of 
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of fociety, by promoting the practice of 
morality and virtue: to you it feems 
peculiarly to belong to teach the rulers of 
the land righteoufnefs and wifdom, the 
genuine refult of the principles of Chris¬ 
tianity. Having then accefs to the higheft 
orders of the community, in the moments 
of relaxation from bufmefs or ftudy, when 
the heart is open to the monitions of 
wifdom, teach the nobility, my Lords, 
teach the fons of your fovereign, that to 
be refpe&ed their conduct muft be refpec- 
table; and to be reipedtable, it muft be 
accompanied with that dignified fincerity 
of action which appertains to the pra&ice 
of virtue, and requires a ftrift adherence 
to the principles of juftice. Teach them 
that, in whatever light they view the in¬ 
ferior orders of men (whofe efteem and 
good opinion it is neverthelefs well worth 
their care to preferve), we are not in the 
praftice of appreciating the turpitude of 
a&ions according to the rank or dignity 
of the agent inverfely. 


Teach 
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Teach them that, though furrounded with 
affluence, and the ampleft means of grati¬ 
fication, tending to imprefs the idea of vaft 
fuperiority and diftin&ion, yet by the eye 
of Infinite Power and Goodnefs, the poor 
and the humble are beheld with equal 
regard. On this fubjedt, my Lords, liften 
for a moment to the fentiments of a dif- 
tinguiflied author, verfed in the conftitu- 

tion of man:—*- “ Laiflez-moi preter 

“ 1’oreille a ces commandemens qui vien- 
“ nent d’en haut; laiflez-moi diftraire 
“ mes regards du fceptre menafant que 
“ tiennent en leurs mains les puiflans de 
“ la terre ; laiflez-moi compter avec ce^ 
“ lui, qui eft: plus grand qu’eux tous; 
u laiflez-moi fur-tout m’adrefler a celui 
u qui pardonne, a celui qui, au moment 
ou je vie ns de l’offenfer, me p'ermet 
“ encore de I’aimer et de me fier a fa 
u grace ! Ah ! fans fidee d’un Dieu, fans 
“ ce rapport avec un Etre fupreme, auteur 
a de toute la nature, on n’auroit plus a 
a ecouter que les vils confeils d’une pru-s 
u dcpce perfonelle : on n’auroit plus qu’a 

“ flatter. 
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*• flatter, qu’a adorer les maitres des na- 
tions, et tons ceux qui, dans un etat 
“ monarchique, font les nombreux repre- 
fentans de 1’autorite du prince! Oui t 
“ les efprits, les fentimens, doivent flechir 
“ devant ces difpenfateurs de tant de biens, 
“ et de tant de maux. S’il n’exifte rien au- 
u dela des interets terreftres; et quand une 
• c fois tout eft incline, tout eft profterne ; 
“ quand il n’y a plus de fierte dans les 
“ carafteres; les hommes deviennent in- 
“ capables d’aucune grande a£tion, et 
“ impropres, pour ainfi dire, a aucune 
u beaute morale,” Necker r deVimportance 
des Opinions religieufes , 

If then, my Lords, the poor and the 
humble are objects of equal regard with 
the rich and the mighty in the view of 
the Great Parent of all, how indifpenfible 
the duty, that the rulers of the earth, and 
more particularly thofe that poflefs that 
diftinction in the Chriftian world, fliould 
be fparing of the lives of the inferior 
orders of men, and cautious of fporting 

with 



with their happinefs. I mean, my Lords, 
to allude not only to the practice of the 
Slave Trade, carried on by this country to 
the Coaft of Africa, and landioned, alas! 
by your Lordfhips, as members of the 
Britilh legiflature; the fhocking enormities 
of which it is not neceflary for me to 
dwell upon, after the ample opportunity 
your Lordfhips have had, during the in- 
veftigation of this bufinefs, of making 
yourfelves acquainted with the fcenes of 
human agony and woe, and the premature 
lofs of life, that are infeparable from its 
exiftence. And yet I mull requeft your 
Lordfhips to look again at the fhort repre- 
fentation of this horrible mafs of iniquity, 
given by your worthy affociate, the Dean 
of Peterborough, in his excellent, I had 
aimofl Lid oracular, difeourfe, on the 25th 
of February, which your Lordfhips have 
undoubtedly already read with emotions 
of forrow for the crimes of your country. 

“ But what think you of our fanguinary 
traffick in the perfons of men? here 



( i7 ) 

€< we are abfohitely without excufe. We 
“ fit out our fhips with all the inftruments 
i€ of defiruction: we load them with 
€t preparatory chains, and with engines of 
“ torture. All this is done with cool and 
€€ previous deliberation, {hewing a pre- 
“ meditated refolution to enflave, to tor- 
“ ture, to deftroy. We ,611 thefe veffels 
€i with bloody-minded ruffians, fitted for 
“ every horrid purpofe. Being fuperior 
“ in brutal force, we aflail far diflant 
€€ nations, who have not done us any 
* ‘ injury; we attack the dwelling-places 
“ of innocent and inoffenfive men; we 
“ rob them of their property; we lay 
“ wafte their pofieffions with fire and 
<f fword; we, force away their natural 
“ proprietors without diftin&ion, men, 
€€ women, children, to captivity, to tor- 
“ ture, to public fale like beafts of bur- 
** then, to unceafing mifery, and to pre- 
“ mature death! And this is Commerce, 
€€ This is the SLAVE TRADE—Words 
€i which are every where pronounced 

“ without 
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“ without any convulfive horror, or in- 
“ deed any apparent fenfe of the enor- 
“ mity.— Execrable!”— 

I mean alfo, my Lords, to allude to 
War , the offspring of ambition, or of a 
bafe fpirit of revenge. And on this fubjedt 
it does not become me to entertain a 
doubt of the concurrence of the minifters 
of peace, when I exprefs the moft pointed 
abhorrence of a pra&ice fo incompatible 
with the precepts and example of your 
Divine Matter, the Prince of Peace ! Is it 
not ftrange, my Lords, that men who have 
been educated in the principles of Chrifti- 
anity, ihoud eagerly encounter the greateft 
difficulties, in order to embrue their hands 
in each other's blood, and this without 
any perfonal enmity towards, or previous 
knowledge of, each other? And by what¬ 
ever motives the officers and commanders 
may be actuated, the common men have 
fcarcely a motive of intereft to goad them 
on to fuch deeds of death. Can your 4 

Lordfhips 
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Lordfhips conceive any thing more mon- 
ftrous or irrational, in the nature of any of 
the brutal race ? May I now be allowed 
to afk your Lordfhips what you think of 
our renowned warriors, thefe men of 
blood, thefe heroes of the field? Are they 
not, like their great prototypes, the Alex¬ 
anders and Caefars of antient days, the 
mere butchers of the human fpecies? — 
Appreciate their characters and occupa¬ 
tion, my Lords, by the contents of the 
New Teftament, and then fay whether I 
do them wrong in denouncing them as 
mere Man-butchers, whofe fame will fink 
under the execrations of pofterity, when 
men fhall wifely and practically adopt the 
peaceful tenets of the Chriftian fyftem; a 
fyftem calculated to unite in the bond of 
friendfhip and brotherhood all the human 
race. But let us now, my Lords, take a 
view of this bloody bufinefs under another 
afpeCL Man is a being endowed with 
reafon and infpired with life by the fiat 
of Omnipotence; and it belongs not to 

himfelf. 
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himfelf, or to any other, but to the Author 
of his being alone, to deprive *him of that 
boon. Whatever mortal then, whether 
king, pope, or minifter of ftate, (ftations 
of awful tenure) that dares to invade the 
prerogative of heaven, and impioufly 
aflume the fovereignty of life, by fubjeat¬ 
ing their fellow-creatures to the daughter 
of war, will affuredly be arraigned as a i 
criminal at the bar of infinite juftice, 
where pleas of ambition or revenge, or 
even of political neceffity, will not avail 
againft the voice of him who fits as Judge; 
againft the voice of him whofe injunction 
is, “ Love your enemies; do good to 
“ them that hate you.” 

I cannot difmifs the fubjedt of this ad- 
drefs, my Lords, without earneftly fo- 
liciting you ferioufly to refledt, whether 


* It is not meant to make an exception in the cafe of 
crimes, which might be prevented more efFe&ually, and 
much more beneficially to the community, by other pu- 
nifhmenis, than the deprivation of life: but this is not the 
prefcnt bufinefs. 

in 
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in the momentous occurrences of the 
times, you have faithfully difcharged 
the important duties that are peculiarly 
connected with your fun&ion ;—whether 
when public meafures have been pro- 
pofed to your confideration, which, ori¬ 
ginating in pride or avarice, are utterly 
irreconcileable with national honour or 
national juftice, you have manfully and 
confcientioufly oppofed your well argued 
votes. But as the diftinguiflxed minifters 
of a difpenfation that breathes Peace and 
Good-will to man, your Lofdfliips have 
a more imperious duty, that fuperfedes 
even that which attaches to your legif- 
lative chara&er; to whom fo properly as 
to you can the nation look in the prefent 
calamitous ftate of things, as well as in 
that which is impending (of which your 
Lordfliips will form your own judgment) 
to interpofe your zealous exertions againft 
the progrefs of violence and injuftice, to 
interpofe your eameft prayers for a ge¬ 
neral 
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neral Feform of conduct, by which may 
be wiped away the Jiain of blood that 
is upon us. 


t FINIS. 




